
 

This article is based on a February 18, 2002 email response by Dr. Edward Anthony Oppenheimer, MD, FCCP to a question posted to 

the Living-with-ALS email discussion group on Yahoo Groups. Oppenheimer 

Although Dr. Oppenheimer is no longer seeing people in office practice and does not have an office 

referral, he will try to respond to comments and questions emailed to him at . 
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So the short answer is “yes” you can speak while using mechanical ventilation. However one 

needs to have experienced professional help, especially if you use trach ventilation. And, be 

prepared to use AAC if ALS progresses and impairs speech.
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